Abstract: The appointment of the first Roman
with its seat at Newark.
As long as Catholics were a small minority of the state's population, relations with Protestants were relatively peaceful, and at times even cordial.
When the members of Saint John's parish in Newark wanted to sponsor a lecture to raise funds for a new church building, they approached officials at Trinity Episcopal Church, who offered the use of the sanctuary without requiring any payment. 3 That sort of ecumenical cooperation, however, changed with the arrival of German and Irish Catholics in the years before the American Civil War.
One of the greatest sources of tension arose over laws which forbade the selling and consumption of alcohol on Sundays. Newark was founded in 1666 as a Puritan theocracy. For close to two hundred years, the city's laws reflected the Puritan temperament. When habits began to change as the city became home to large numbers of beer-drinking Germans and whiskey-3 drinking Irish, the city's leaders saw a challenge to Newark's Puritan-based traditions. The Newark Mercury of June 16, 1853 contained an editorial entitled "Insubordination in Our Cities." Representing the views of the city's civic establishment, the editorial began, "There is no truth more apparent than that our cities are becoming filled with riotous and disorderly elements which require the strong arm of public restraints." It went on to condemn the rum holes and lager beer saloons, in one of which they witnessed "a wretched German absolutely covered with blood, of course intoxicated, making night hideous with his cries." They called for strict legislation that would "avert from us the evils that now threaten the prosperity of our city."
In the same issue, "A Subscriber" wrote to defend the Germans, charging that the Common Council's response to a German petition to open saloons on Sunday was "an orthodox essay upon our social government and Sabbath observance, full of pomp, patriotism and eloquence, which might better grace of Fourth of July oration than such a document" and in which the Council reiterated "the stereotyped falsehoods and denunciations which issue from orthodox pulpits, which though a thousand times answered and refuted, are still repeated with the freshness of new truths." After remarking that a "blind and servile attachment to laws and customs on account of their antiquity" is "folly and obstinacy," the correspondent reminded the Council 4 that "they may find on their statute books, laws compelling all to go to church, under fines, imprisonment and torture: relics of the good old puritan times." The writer also brought to the attention of the Council the fact that "lager-bier houses, saloons, &c., are frequented by a considerable portion of native born citizens, young men who are fast imbibing these exotic habits, which are spreading, and unless speedily checked, will before long become interwoven with the habits of our own people, making an addition to our many social evils."
In Advertiser, the newspaper that would have been the least unfavorable to the Catholics, reported that Gavazzi had lectured in Cincinnati before a full house, and observed: "No disturbance occurred." It is telling that the lack of a disturbance had to be noted in a city that was drawing many German
Catholics at the time. Protestants, the writer states, were far more open to free discussion than were lecturers favorable to Catholicism who, despite their "misstatements, gross falsehoods and vulgar libels, on the living and the dead," were listened to without interruption. On the other hand, "no sooner is it announced that the papacy is to be discussed than a crowd assembles, 16 and with many threats invade the freedom of discussion, violently interrupt and actually meditate assault on the person of the speaker." The writer asked if Catholics will "consent to be the uneducated and passive recipients of dogmas you neither examine nor understand? Will you be shut out from the privileges and light common in this country to all other denominations?"
The writer argued that Catholic converts who "changed their sentiments," including Bishop Bayley, had been allowed to speak in Newark freely, and "no Protestant has ever been known to disturb them in the least."
By contrast, critics of Catholicism were "reviled, denounced, and insulted; yea, violently assaulted in public assemblies and dogged in the streets. Were you allowed to think for yourselves, to form your own opinions, and to feel your own responsibility, and act out your own manhood, your condition would at once be improved and elevated."
Two ubiquitous anti-Catholic lecturers, the Rev. Leo and the former priest Gavazzi, spoke on consecutive nights, Dec. 6 and 7, in Newark.
According to the Advertiser, Leo took issue with the Catholic doctrine of plenary indulgence and its worship of Mary, mother of Jesus. 16 The editor noted that "the lecture was felt by the large audience to be very eloquent and conclusive." Foreign potentates will not send you Americans, but you must make them for yourselves in the common schools. Fear no foreign invasion, but fear the interior invasion of ignorance."
Next up for attack were the Jesuits:
There are also many Jesuits in this country. Some people say they know the Jesuits, and they are learned, pious, kind and sweet-20 hearted. Very well; but they are Jesuits, and that is enough for me.
They are gentlemen-but then they are Jesuits. And if they are Jesuits, they are all bad, always have been bad, and always will be bad.
And the women religious, especially those who ran schools that educated the upper class Protestant children, were not immune from attack. Despite Hughes' intervention, street preaching in Newark continued for more than a year after Bayley's installation. One of the most colorful of the street preachers was James Orr, who was known as "The Angel Gabriel."
Orr was born, it seems, in Guyana, the son of a Scot father and a mother of mixed race. 19 He received his nickname because he dressed in white, and blew a horn to announce himself. He also wore a hat on which was Marshall was arraigned on murder changes on July 3. The next day, a riot broke out when, according to the Manchester Union Democrat, authorities extinguished an Independence Day bonfire which a group of Irishmen built "a safe distance from any building." "An excitement followed," the newspaper noted, and the Irish responded with rock throwing and a riot that lasted for two days. It seems fair to say that Orr's preaching helped to set up the atmosphere for such an occurrence. would later die of cholera, at least according to the medical report, even though he had several stab wounds in his back. 22 The governor promised a reward for information leading to the arrest of the person responsible for
McCarthy's death, and for those responsible for the riot. No one ever came forward to identify the assailants. The attack on St. Mary's was the culmination of more than a year of anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant rhetoric in Newark. It is impossible to understand why the mob assailed the church, and killed an innocent civilian, without understanding the poisonous atmosphere created by street preachers and clerical agitators who whipped up anti-Catholic sentiment in the city.
While overt and violent nativism reached a peak, both in New Jersey and throughout the country, in 1854, tensions would continue in the city as new immigrants sought to prove that they could be good Americans while remaining true to their religious faith.
